Cetacean Morphometrics

Species:__________________________
Wildlife No:_____________
Date:________

Body Weight:_____________________
Total Length:​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________

Snout to Anus:___________________

Snout to Genital Slit:______________

Snout to tip of dorsal fin:___________

Snout to origin of dorsal fin:________

Snout to origin of flipper:___________

Snout to blowhole:________________

Snout to eye:____________________

Snout to ear:_____________________

Snout to corner of mouth: __________

Eye to corner of mouth:____________

Eye to blowhole:__________________

Projection of mandible:____________

Snout length:____________________

Length of flipper:_________________

Width of flipper:__________________

Height of dorsal fin:_______________

Length of base of dorsal fin:________

Width of flukes:__________________

Length of flukes:_________________

Depth of tail notch: _______________

Girth at eye: _____________________

Girth at flippers:__________________

Girth at navel:____________________

Girth at anus:____________________

Dorsal blubber depth:______________

Lateral blubber depth:_____________

Ventral blubber depth:_____________

Number of upper teeth:____________

Number of lower teeth:____________

Number of baleen plates:___________

Plate colour:_____________________

Length of longest plate:____________

Width of longest plate:_____________

Unless not possible please ensure all measurements are taken on right side of body. If taken on left side, please note. 

When measuring from blowhole to another feature, please measure both sides if possible as some species have blowholes that are off centre. 

When measuring features such as total length and snout to features, please ensure that measurements are taken in a straight line, ie raised off the body rather than along the body surface as this will increase length.  It may be easier to take these measurements by placing a ruler perpendicular to the snout and start measuring from the ruler.

When measuring from features, please take measurements from centre to centre, eg from centre of eye to centre of blowhole. These features that should be measured from centre include: eye, ear, anus, genital slit and blowhole.

Where species does not have a dorsal fin, please take measurements from dorsal ridge. 
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