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• H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b 
detected in Kerguelen and 
Crozet archipelagos

• Detected in dead southern 
elephant seals, penguins, 
and skuas

• Believed to have 
originated from the South 
Georgia Islands, thousands 
of km away
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Ernesto Benavides/AFP via Getty Images



http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/mentalhealth/Pages/mental-health-line.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/mentalhealth/Pages/mental-health-line.aspx
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https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/emergencies/emergency/management/bioresponse
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https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/mosquito-borne/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/mosquito-borne/Pages/default.aspx
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https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/mentalhealth/Pages/mental-health-line.aspx
https://www.health.gov.au/topics/mental-health-and-suicide-prevention/mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-contacts
https://www.health.gov.au/topics/mental-health-and-suicide-prevention/mental-health-and-suicide-prevention-contacts
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https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-12/cdna-national-guidelines-for-avian-influenza
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-12/cdna-national-guidelines-for-avian-influenza-protecting-people-who-work-with-birds-and-wildlife_0.pdf
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/avian-influenza.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/bird-flu-toolkit-people-who-work-birds
https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/bird-flu-toolkit-people-who-work-birds
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-10/avian-influenza-in-humans-cdna-national-guidelines-for-public-health-units.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-10/avian-influenza-in-humans-cdna-national-guidelines-for-public-health-units.pdf
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http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/dpi/biosecurity/animal-biosecurity/avian-influenza
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http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1607673/Avian-Influenza-Information-for-Private-Veterinarians-A-guide-to-case-management-FINAL.pdf
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/1607673/Avian-Influenza-Information-for-Private-Veterinarians-A-guide-to-case-management-FINAL.pdf
http://www.wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Portals/0/Incidents/WHA_HPAI_Risk_mitigation_toolbox_WCP.pdf
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https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/import/arrival/arrangements/requirements/disinfectants


•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



•

•

•

•

•





•

•

•

•



•

•

•
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/wildlifelicences/110004faunarehab.pdf 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/wildlifelicences/110004faunarehab.pdf
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• Where H5N1 has not been detected in Australia, 
the disposal of bird carcasses should proceed per 
current local council and/or EPA procedures and 
guidelines. 

• NSW DPIRD has not imposed biosecurity 
restrictions nor requires permits for the movement 
and disposal of bird and animal carcasses at 
present.

• Guidelines are available on the DPIRD website. 

• Guidelines may change post-incursion and be 
dependent upon emergency zoning.



• Where possible, leave the carcasses to decompose 
naturally and prevent access by people, livestock or pets. 

• It is recommended to collect and dispose of carcasses 
where they are:

o likely to be encountered by members of the public, such as areas 
used by children or pets, on a public right of way or an area 
frequented by the public

o in areas where wild birds regularly feed, breed or roost

ttps://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/1588811/Disposal-of-bird-carcasses-
from-public-and-private-land-Public-Version.pdf



• Veterinary clinics can dispose of carcasses as per 
their current protocols. 

• The collection and disposal of wild bird carcasses is 
the responsibility of each respective landholder 
and/or land manager.

o E.g. 

• Members of the public are responsible for disposal 
of carcasses on their own properties if they want 
them removed.
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– Burial is only permitted on your own property. It 
may be an offence to bury carcasses on land you 
don’t own or manage

The guidelines that have been outlined may be subject to change if HPAI H5N1 is detected in Australia. 
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https://vimeo.com/1127017502?fl=pl&fe=ti
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Carcasses selected as suitable for post-mortem examination should ideally be kept chilled (NOT frozen) unless otherwise directed

Large carcasses may be shielded from the sun, packed with ice, or covered in wet towels to cool the body temperature and slow the 

decomposition process.

Best specimen



-

-

-
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Oro-pharyngeal Swab Tracheal Swab

Cutting the SwabCloacal Swab
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https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/

pdf_file/0007/680425/Vet-specimen-advice-

form-Oct-2023.pdf
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Ship samples to:
NSW DPIRD

Elizabeth MacArthur Agricultural Institute

Specimen Reception

Private Bag 4008, Narellan NSW 2567

Woodbridge Road, Menangle NSW 2568

mailto:laboratory.services@dpi.nsw.gov.au


• Wildlife Health Australia Took Kit and video:
https://wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Incidents/Incident-Information/high-pathogenicity-avian-influenza-
information

• World Organisation for animal Health Avian Influenza Resources
https://www.woah.org/en/disease/avian-influenza/

• Up to date scientific literature on Avian Influenza https://www.michellewille.com/avian-
influenza-resources/

• Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations – Situation Update – 
species affected: https://www.fao.org/animal-health/situation-updates/global-aiv-with-zoonotic-
potential/bird-species-affected-by-h5nx-hpai/en

• Ausvetplan - - decontamination, disinfection, laboratory controls, 
movement controls  https://animalhealthaustralia.com.au/ausvetplan/

• Wild Bird HPAI Surveillance http://3.104.156.86/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Wild-Bird-HPAI-
Surveillance-Manual.pdf

• Australian Interim Centre for Disease Control Toolkit for people who work 
with birds https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/bird-flu-toolkit-people-who-work-birds

https://wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Incidents/Incident-Information/high-pathogenicity-avian-influenza-information
https://wildlifehealthaustralia.com.au/Incidents/Incident-Information/high-pathogenicity-avian-influenza-information
https://www.woah.org/en/disease/avian-influenza/
https://www.michellewille.com/avian-influenza-resources/
https://www.michellewille.com/avian-influenza-resources/
https://www.fao.org/animal-health/situation-updates/global-aiv-with-zoonotic-potential/bird-species-affected-by-h5nx-hpai/en
https://www.fao.org/animal-health/situation-updates/global-aiv-with-zoonotic-potential/bird-species-affected-by-h5nx-hpai/en
https://animalhealthaustralia.com.au/ausvetplan/
http://3.104.156.86/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Wild-Bird-HPAI-Surveillance-Manual.pdf
http://3.104.156.86/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Wild-Bird-HPAI-Surveillance-Manual.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/bird-flu-toolkit-people-who-work-birds
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